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Here is the June 2020 issue of News You Can Use!  
 
Please grab a cup of your favorite drink and join us here for a few minutes of important news 
for all Master Gardeners, containing programming & updates from the ANR Educator; an 
update on the Cuyahoga County Fair; a programming report from the Hort Team; Volunteer & 
CE opportunities & much more. Be sure to read all the way to the end! 
 
During the months of June, July, August and September 2020 look for two issues of News You 
Can Use every month! 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
If you have any questions on information found in News You Can Use - contact Kathy DeJohn 
at kathy4dj@yahoo.com  
 
Help us build our social media presence by following the Master Gardeners of Cuyahoga 
County Facebook page!  
 
If you have information to share in the next News You Can Use contact Tammy L. Currier at 
currier.37@osu.edu.  
 
_______________________________________________________________________  

 

Updates from the  
Advisory Chair 
 
Happy June all! First I'd like to thank all of you who worked so 
hard over the past year and a half on the State Conference. We 
have received word that Cuyahoga County will be able to host 
the conference in 2022. Everyone is wrapping up their work 
and putting it on the shelf until then. We are working to get 
some of our deposits returned, talking to venues and speakers about postponing and will be 
ready to start up again towards the end of next year. We have a lot of ideas fleshed out and will 
be in great shape to deliver the best State Conference in 2022. 
 
The Advisory Committee is meeting in special session this coming Monday, June 8 to discuss 
and vote on a budget for 2020 that reflects changes brought about by the Covid-19 pandemic. 
 
You'll find project updates below for Hotline, Continuing Education, a new online 
series for the public (Saturday Gatherings in the Garden) and many opportunities 

to volunteer in 2020.  
 

Be in touch if you have question - kathy4dj@yahoo.com. 
 
~Kathy DeJohn 
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Message from Maggie: An ANR Update 
 
For anyone interested in what I call "homesteading," I have an 
Urban Ag series coming up that will focus on growing and 
preserving your own food. The series will include sessions on 
veggies, fruit, and mushrooms and best practices for raising 
backyard chickens - to name just a few.  
 
 If you are interested please contact Michelle Zmarzly at 
zmarzly.1@osu.edu. She will provide registration information 
when it becomes available very soon!  
 

As for Master Gardener policy updates, we will have a policy about hours finalized by mid-
June. It will be included in the next issue of NYCU. 
 
Thank you all for your patience and persistence, 
Maggie 
ANR Educator 

 
Any questions, contact me at: rivera.482@osu.edu / 330-599-7710  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What MG Committees are up to: 
Horticultural Therapy - a Progress Report 
 
Due to controls put in place in regard to COVID 19, the 
MGCC Hort Therapy Team has been unable to do their work 
with the Cleveland Clinic Children's therapy team. So, the 
Clinic recently reached out to them for help with projects 
the hospital staff could implement while they are on lock 
down and the Master Gardeners are banned from people-
facing programs. Hedy Westra and Connie Rebich 
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responded by putting together 18 garden-related lesson plans for the Clinic therapists to work 
on with the children, which includes working in their raised beds outside.  
 
One of the raised beds is a 'Petting Zoo' and is planted in a wheelbarrow with holes drilled in it 
for drainage. Inspired by a similar project seen at the Naples Botanical Garden in Florida, the 
height of this garden allows easy access for children in wheelchairs. According to Committee 
Chair Westra, the 'Petting Zoo' contains a mix of touchable plants named for an animal the 
individual plant's characteristics reflect.  
 
The garden includes: a crocodile fern, which has a crunchy leaf that resembles crocodile skin; 
lamb’s ear, which has a soft furry leaf; a large elephant ear plant, which has leaves that 
resemble - you guessed it - elephant ears; a dwarf ‘Solomon’s Seal,’ which has a smooth soft 
leaf and teddy bear-like vine that is furry to the touch; snake plant (Sanseveria), which has a 
hard smooth leaf; cow’s tongue (Gasteria maculata), which has a rough bumpy surface; and, 
last but not least, a cranesbill (perennial geranium), which is the hardest for the children to 
guess the name of. To help them, the Hort Team includes clues written on cards encased in 
plastic for easy cleaning with alcohol wipes. As you can imagine, the children enjoy working in 
this garden. The weeding they do encourages motor skills and touching the plants engages 
them on a tactile level.  
 
Usually, the MGCC hort therapists replant the garden each year with the children. They won't 
be able to do so this year, so the plants overwintered with the team were returned to the Clinic 
along with the lesson plans. Clinic therapists will take over replanting the 'Petting Zoo', which 
is located outside beneath a maple tree. The location is great because it allows the children to 
learn about the life cycle of a trees by interacting with the samara or maple tree seed pod and 
by pulling 'baby' maples.  
 
One of the most popular spots in the garden is the milkweed patch. Planted years ago, the 
patch has become an important feeding spot for monarch butterflies and they visit yearly. The 
children enjoy watching the caterpillars munch the plants and, as they move through the 
process of becoming a butterfly, the children and therapists go on butterfly watch. As time 
nears, Clinic therapists begin an hourly watch and document the monarch's progress as it 
emerges from the chrysalis. This action allows the children who weren't in the garden at the 
time to view the insect's metamorphosis. This bed also contains butterfly weed (Asclepas 
tuberosa), which is a another favorite monarch food, and it is fun for the children to watch 
them flit from weed to weed, feeding as they go. 
 
The children undergoing pain management at the Clinic are many times from all over the 
country, so it is rewarding to introduce them to plants they may have never interacted with 
before. Keeping their minds off the pain - even for only a short time - provides the MGCC Hort 
team with a great deal of satisfaction. If the children can learn a little about gardening in the 
process, they consider that a bonus!  
 
The four MGs involved in this garden are Connie Rebich, Mariella Banez, Sandy Gates and 
Hedy Westra. If you are interested in learning more or would like to explore becoming a part 
of the committee, reach out to chair - Hedy Westra at hedywestra@ameritech.net 
 
Note: The delivery of the lesson plans and plants was done observing both OSU and Cleveland 
Clinic safe distancing measures. The Clinic left a cart outside for the items to be placed on and 
the hort staff cleaned the items they left with alcohol wipes and wore masks and gloves.  
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MGV FB Project Post Update 
 
Thank you to each of the MGVs that have sent in projects 
for posting on the OSU Extension Master Gardener 
Volunteers of Cuyahoga County FB page. So far, we've had 
submissions on starting seeds (Martha Boland), testing 
seeds (Christine Harris), gardening on a dime (Mary Jo 
Rawlins) and many more waiting in the wings.  
 
 
The post featured below was submitted and inspired by Pat 
Smith's visit to Meadowview Gardens.  

 
We continue to accept submissions, so please send yours along. We recognize creating posts 
for social media may seem like a poor substitute for actual gardening, but it does offer MGCCs 
the opportunity to continue to educate during this unprecedented time. In addition, you have 
the opportunity to earn required VHs.  
 
For instructions on how to submit, please see the article below this entry entitled: Get on 
Board: Earn Volunteer Hours Writing Posts for Facebook.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 



Get on Board: Earn Volunteer Hours 
Writing Posts for Facebook 
 
Master Gardeners - you all have a LOT of knowledge, so 
let's build our social media presence by first liking our 
Facebook page and by submitting a small project for a 
weekly Facebook post!  
  
Your post should be no more than 200 words and be a 
small garden-related tip or project for beginners, like how 
to start seeds, press a flower or flowers, make salsa from 
your garden veggies, get rid of a certain weed, etc.  
  
You can include links to other websites, but remember that all MGV research rules apply; 
sources must be .edu or other credible and non-biased sources. You can include photos or 
images if you have them. 
  
After you create your write-up, please send it to Tammy Currier at currier.37@osu.edu. You 
will receive volunteer hours for any time spent researching and writing the post. You can log 
these hours under "Community Service" with the description: Facebook Mini Garden Project. 
  
Tammy will copy edit your submissions and post each one once Maggie Rivera has fact-
checked them and approved them for publication, which includes reviewing each prospective 
post for proper horticultural content. 
 
Facebook Post Timeline: 
 
Mondays - promote Hotline & share recent Hotline question and MGV answer 
Wednesdays - share MGV Project Post 
Fridays - promote upcoming programming or share MGV Project Post 
 
Come on, MGVs, let's get writing and liking our Facebook page to expand our social media 
presence and increase our brand awareness! Don't worry if you're not the best writer in the 
world - that's what a copy editor is for. You don't have to be ON Facebook yourself help us with 
our social media presence! 
 
For more information on how to earn Volunteer Hours in 2020, please see the following 
article. 
  

 

 
 

 

 

Where to earn Volunteer Hours in 2020: 
  
- Hotline - reach out to Lois Rose 
(dlroses@roadrunner.com) or sign up on the Hotline 
calendar to assist in the continuation of our mission of 
educating and providing expert horticultural guidance to 
Cuyahoga County residents  
  
- Join our Technology Team - reach out to Kathy 
DeJohn (kathy4dj@yahoo.com) or Shoshana Wodzisz 

(slwodzisz@yahoo.com) as we shift to adding webinars to our programming  
 
- Create presentations or do research for Speakers Bureau - reach out to Pat Koch 
(patriciaakoch75@gmail.com) for topics we already have (so you don't duplicate) and for 
guidance  
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- Write articles for NYCU or Facebook project posts - reach out and submit to Tammy L 
Currier (currier.37@osu.edu).  
  
- Join the Continuing Education Committee - reach out to Barb Franzen 
(bjfranz201@aol.com) & get onboard to help plan 2021 programming, which begins in 
September  
  
- Suggest other ideas - put your thinking caps on and figure out new ways we can serve our 
community at this time  
  
  
Please contact Tammy at currier.37@osu.edu with questions or suggestions.   
   

 

 
We’re Going Virtual! 

 
“Saturday Gatherings in the Garden” is our new online education program for Master 
Gardeners and the community of Cuyahoga County. We have planned six sessions – the 
second and fourth Saturdays of each month, from 10 – 11 a.m. Here is the schedule:  
 
June 13            Container Gardening for Perennials and Annuals 
 
June 27           Wildlife Conflicts in the Garden 
 
July 11             Native Plants 
 
July 25             Cool Weather Crops/Harvesting 
 
August 8          Soil Health/Soil Testing 
 
August 22       Pruning 
 

Programs will be presented by members of the Library Committee  
and the Speakers’ Bureau.  

 
The cost for each program will be $5. 

 
We’re starting with these six topics and, depending on how well our series  

is received we hope to continue into the fall and winter. 
 

Master Gardener volunteers will receive 1 CE for each session. 
 

Registration information will go out shortly.  
Please pass it on to friends and family. 

 
Hope you’ll join us.    
 
Kim Hawkins 
Vice Chair - Advisory 
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Food Preservation Webinars 
Continue...  
 
Are you interested in canning, but don't know where to 
start or how to do it safely?  
 
Then join Food Preservation Office Hours! Their next 
session is on Tuesday, June 16th at 4:00 PM. The 
presentation will focus on Canning and Freezing 
Vegetables with plenty of time to answer all of your food 
preservation questions. Remember, with the right 
information, food preservation can be safe, simple, and easy to learn.  
 
If you're interested, please register for one or all of these free webinars hosted by Ohio State 
University Extension. Follow the links below to register. 
 
TOPICS: 
 

• Preparing for Canning - May 19th - Class complete  
 

• Jams and Jellies - June 2nd - Class complete  
 

• Canning and Freezing Vegetables - June 16th - Register here  
 

• Canning and Freezing Fruit - June 30th - Register here  
 

• Pickles - July 14th - Register here  
 

• Salsa - July 28th - Register here  
 
The presentations will be recorded and posted for those who could not attend live. All 
recordings will be posted HERE after the event.  
 

You will receive 1 hour of Continuing Education per 1 hour of instruction. 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Hort Lunch & Learn and Hort Happy 
Hour continue through the end of June 
 
We hope you have been enjoying these wonderful 
webinars being put on by CFAES and OSU Extension. The 
series is due to finish up at the end of June, but there is 
still nearly a month of informative sessions to sign up for. 
 
Upcoming sessions include: 
 

• Gardening Myths & Legends - Which Ones Really Work? 
 

• Good Agricultural Practices (GAPs) for the Home Gardener 
 

• High Magnification, Low Cost: Macro Garden Photography on a Budget 
 

• Dazzling Dahlias - Registration coming soon... 
 

• Thyme for Herbs - Registration coming soon... 

 

 

 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bVM4uPksKO4GtaAs8boRLS7yEOAn8HLwRxooRere3B70Al5c8pbLBjYk42lI3Ia00HZNrZL3VpdJ1fuFxD8S4WU-1BOdzV9Sx7effqpTEnbt0GcX9NhQcokcQ-xG16UhD_HNXwrb6wSw5Cc2j37jWQe7Si6x9eJ3gvxT3VLmPxQ=&c=-u4NJr8mm-uZ6umOzvdXSgOmuCTQCugz5zcgFOY3OhjZu46BUGBWdA==&ch=eQDCDLFGpkFgFVVT9zFwGNmf1ZBxOMszSG3g7s6XT8-jCU3hpmNk-g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bVM4uPksKO4GtaAs8boRLS7yEOAn8HLwRxooRere3B70Al5c8pbLBjYk42lI3Ia08ZA2VspRTKiLcBNn_WouVBkMpKa8R58Q4GjHXNv1nbEDNm2CGWs9viS1Lb5PsQodWX_zFmKOiqw3tPm-DaKuXOcrSQwyJjms2F7wld10mFM=&c=-u4NJr8mm-uZ6umOzvdXSgOmuCTQCugz5zcgFOY3OhjZu46BUGBWdA==&ch=eQDCDLFGpkFgFVVT9zFwGNmf1ZBxOMszSG3g7s6XT8-jCU3hpmNk-g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bVM4uPksKO4GtaAs8boRLS7yEOAn8HLwRxooRere3B70Al5c8pbLBjYk42lI3Ia0sgVFlOQj8S8Xs_trjEcBodQMimO13wyeWwX7v6Dt-fRgtXM267PU8-hi9C9Kc0zdoKVBfY0GPbuAdAYtTwYuMw==&c=-u4NJr8mm-uZ6umOzvdXSgOmuCTQCugz5zcgFOY3OhjZu46BUGBWdA==&ch=eQDCDLFGpkFgFVVT9zFwGNmf1ZBxOMszSG3g7s6XT8-jCU3hpmNk-g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bVM4uPksKO4GtaAs8boRLS7yEOAn8HLwRxooRere3B70Al5c8pbLBjYk42lI3Ia0367a1Ou10EJIUbfCfB6X_f3g5WyCEMgni9Vj1fxFH4NN2lqgJAYsWUisll1vUIPztXshNGMPxiKdBXJqdETOMA==&c=-u4NJr8mm-uZ6umOzvdXSgOmuCTQCugz5zcgFOY3OhjZu46BUGBWdA==&ch=eQDCDLFGpkFgFVVT9zFwGNmf1ZBxOMszSG3g7s6XT8-jCU3hpmNk-g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bVM4uPksKO4GtaAs8boRLS7yEOAn8HLwRxooRere3B70Al5c8pbLBjYk42lI3Ia08AOWjyXWVl1YfHYXG48L7aIF8AZ0XrsW5yrKXOsgNp3_aeAzLC73RhsyUKEoV4ayL4ymssPmqvynMCkBT0SCDdJCEOg9kT9gBSsJQGrZ7xTi6cfOR2WNEdGa4D_R1J5FfT-2panoGvh0kIZsJl99dSXOrSZICvlaiAUQXonSroE=&c=-u4NJr8mm-uZ6umOzvdXSgOmuCTQCugz5zcgFOY3OhjZu46BUGBWdA==&ch=eQDCDLFGpkFgFVVT9zFwGNmf1ZBxOMszSG3g7s6XT8-jCU3hpmNk-g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bVM4uPksKO4GtaAs8boRLS7yEOAn8HLwRxooRere3B70Al5c8pbLBk12QbaW2zg0AvQOrbYFe6DaiQrwXp-IR0jEzq-HbHqE_M4AI_mxhUMmgoggxXce1-cBpnVK1tGf0-y2TXXI-8EEykyeIjk5sLN9Qwb991q0nwyTA-8XBYCfQD-0PeynkVyROq8LETf8B9PPX0h0XQw=&c=-u4NJr8mm-uZ6umOzvdXSgOmuCTQCugz5zcgFOY3OhjZu46BUGBWdA==&ch=eQDCDLFGpkFgFVVT9zFwGNmf1ZBxOMszSG3g7s6XT8-jCU3hpmNk-g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bVM4uPksKO4GtaAs8boRLS7yEOAn8HLwRxooRere3B70Al5c8pbLBk12QbaW2zg0TlO765Dni_tDGV6oErPWbmhbnyazN0OMHnPfRbV5-W00NDAdalVrpTLRtbbpfLwkpP2m5Nr1w6WH_M81amuC7qNbPhlLYWYFRQEVZEJw8v4IW3t3PDIvrkTi4hTowTINk1OXWbN3lbk=&c=-u4NJr8mm-uZ6umOzvdXSgOmuCTQCugz5zcgFOY3OhjZu46BUGBWdA==&ch=eQDCDLFGpkFgFVVT9zFwGNmf1ZBxOMszSG3g7s6XT8-jCU3hpmNk-g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bVM4uPksKO4GtaAs8boRLS7yEOAn8HLwRxooRere3B70Al5c8pbLBk12QbaW2zg0P7LwxdCbodvpKdV_wxE4P3qsZeQ4obt4yjgsxArBjEffCQfBt7yV_hTgWWYr4CT17A1D5wq8EMKBc2Czn0lHEcNWcNSXnn9MEM0yadHH6fIY8yxIaEvJFGuWpMA-N8jEyN4GYKCUyAM=&c=-u4NJr8mm-uZ6umOzvdXSgOmuCTQCugz5zcgFOY3OhjZu46BUGBWdA==&ch=eQDCDLFGpkFgFVVT9zFwGNmf1ZBxOMszSG3g7s6XT8-jCU3hpmNk-g==


 
• and more... 

  
Stay tuned, as CFAES and OSU Extension will be resuming some type of Continuing Education 
series in the late fall/winter months.   
 
Please visit this LINK to view upcoming programs or listen to past programs.  
 
  

 

CONTINUING EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES:  
 

(Note: Cuyahoga County CE opportunities will always be listed first, followed by 
CE opportunities available in other Ohio counties, so remember to scroll down. 

New listings will be shown first followed by opportunities listed in chronological 
order.) 

 
 

* New Listing - Cuyahoga County: MGCC 
Continuing Education - an overview  
 
 
The Continuing Education Committee has made changes to 
the upcoming CE classes for Cuyahoga County. Several will 
now be done via Zoom and, hopefully, the classes after mid-
July will be done on location. See below for a summary of 
the classes. This information can also be found at: 
cuyahogamg.org.  
 
Cuyahoga County Master Gardener 
Current 2020 Continuing Education Schedule 
Summary 
  
June 16 - Canceled 
Visit of Two local Farms 
 
July 19 (Sun) 10:00 am – Noon 
Tour of Cynthia Druckenbrod Gardens, discussing Daylilies and Begonias 
$6.00 or Bonus Bucks 
CEs: 2 
  
August 3 (Mon) 9:30 – 3:30 (change of date) 
Miller Nature Preserve 
Cancelled and may be rescheduled at a different location 
  
August 20 (Thu) Noon – 2 pm 
Diagnostic Walk at Ben Franklin School 
Maggie Rivera and Jacqueline Kowalski will diagnose the Perennial, Herb & Vegetable gardens at Ben 
Franklin with a Hydrangea talk by Kim Hawkins. 
No Charge 
CEs: 2 
  
November 7 (Sat) TBD 
Fall Fun 
Jacqueline Kowalski will provide materials to prepare a seasonal porch pot, Shawn Murdoch will review his 
methodology for documenting plants in your garden and there will be a 3rd talk.  
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Charge: TBD 
CEs: 3 
  
 

 

Zoom Meeting Protocol:  
 
While the tulips and daffodils have finished blooming, 
we're still busy behind the scenes keeping things 
rolling. Please review our Zoom Meeting Protocol for 
any upcoming meetings you may have.  
 
A. ) Zoom Protocol: To keep us meeting, planning and 
educating (at a distance of course), Maggie has worked 
with your Volunteer Coordinator and 
the MGV Leadership to develop a protocol you can use 
to request a zoom meeting for MGV purposes.  
 
* Please note that you should NOT use Zoom to hold meetings with the public without going 
through the following process.  
  
Zoom Meeting Request and Dispatch 
 
**Do not use zoom to hold meetings with the public without going through the following 
process** The one and only exception is MGV Community Garden Mentors with community 
gardeners they are mentoring. 
 
To request a Zoom meeting for MGV purposes please follow these steps: 
 
Contact Tammy Currier via email (currier.37@osu.edu) to request a Zoom meeting; title the 
email “_(your name)__ Requesting Zoom Meeting” and submit the following information.  

1. Meeting type: For the Public OR MGV Internal Meeting 
2. What MGV Committee is this meeting on behalf of? 
3. Title of Meeting, Date & Time 
4. Tammy will then take that request and send it to our Zoom Team. Once Tammy has 

confirmed the assignment, she will connect you (the requester) with the Zoom Team 
Member via email.  

5. You will work with the Zoom Team Member to schedule the meeting and receive meeting information 
that you can share with your meeting attendees. The Zoom Team Member will also be present during 
your meeting to help with any technical issues that may arise. 

 
Please allow two weeks for the Zoom meeting to be dispatched and created. Keep in mind 
Tammy’s part-time hours, Monday 9:30 AM – 1:30 PM; Tuesday – 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM; 
Wednesday – 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM; & Thursday – 9:30 AM – 1:30 PM.  

 
Any questions, contact: rivera.482@osu.edu / 330-599-7710  

 

 

 
 

 

 

Digital Learning: Basic Zoom Instructions & 
Best Practices 
 
As our Master Gardener / Extension programming shifts to the 
virtual realm for the time being, please review the following 
instructions on how to use the Zoom software:  
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1. If it is your first time using Zoom, you will be prompted to download the software. Enter your first 
name, last name, email address, and county. Once you have entered the data, hit the Register button 
and a screen will return informing you your registration has been approved.  

2. Click on the Join a Meeting button and input the Webinar ID or meeting code of the 
lecture you've registered for and click Join. Once you've clicked on Join you will be ready 
to view your chosen webinar.  

3. If for some reason this procedure doesn't work, you can return to the original link and click it again. 
Once the software has been downloaded, it should take you where you need to go. 

4. Remember to pay attention to the date and time of the webinar or meeting you register 
for, as you will not be allowed to join the meeting until the start time. You can register 
ahead of time, but not join until the designated time, typically 30 minutes ahead of the 
start time.  

5. If the host has not muted participants' sound / microphone, please do so before the meeting goes live, 
as the background noise is very disruptive to the speaker and your fellow listeners.  

6. Since you are utilizing teleconferencing software, make sure to set yourself up in an 
appropriate location with good lighting away from items you wouldn't want anyone to 
see, like a pile of laundry or dirty dishes or an unmade bed or you get the picture.  

Good Luck and Happy Zooming! 
 

  

  

2020 Advisory Committee Members: 
Chair – Kathy DeJohn 

Vice Chair – Kim Hawkins 
Secretary – Heidi Giordano 

Treasurer – Mary Jo Rawlins 
Other members of the Advisory Committee for 2020 are: 

Melanie Biche 
Mary Clink 

Carol Anne Cohen 
Ruth Connell 
Betty Drake 

Barb Franzen 
Dave Gilronan 

Christine Harris 
Nadalene Joseph 

Patricia Koch 
Ed Levine 

Beth Murphy 
Rita Politzer 

Kathleen Quinn 
Sandy Welches 

Shoshana Wodzisz 
Jennifer Young 

If you plan to attend to observe and listen, or if you'd like to be placed on the agenda (time 
permitting) please contact Kathy DeJohn at (440) 725-2700 or kathy4dj@yahoo.com. 
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